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P11ntller Sports News 
EASTERN IlliNOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Nov. 19) !98S 
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CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University's basketball Panthers,picked to 
finish second in the Mid-Continent, will tipoff the 1985-86 season this Saturday 
(Nov. 23) and Monday (Nov. 25) hosting non-conference opponents. 
Illinois Tech will provide the opposition on Saturday with William Penn coming 
in for Monday's game. Both contests begin at 7:30 in Lantz Gym. 
The Panthers,who were 20-10 last season and won the Mid-Continent's postseason 
tournament, trailed overwhelming league favorite Cleveland State in a recent preseason 
poll. CSU garnered 18 of 24 first' place votes while EIU was picked to win on 
four of 24 ballots. 
Eastern returns three starters, 7-0 center Kevin Duckworth (Dolton-Thornridge), 
6-4 forward Jon Collins (East St. Louis-Cahokia) and 6-1 guard Doug Crook (Vincennes, IN-
Lincoln), and all are seniors. 
"Mentally, we need to play a game," says sixth year coach Rick Samuels. "But 
because we're so young we're not completely comfortable with the fact that the season 
h; starting . there are still some things we need to work on." 
* -J< * * * GAME NOTES * * * * * 
THE GAMES: Eastern Illinois University (0-0) hosts Illinois Tech (0-3) at 7:30, Saturday, 
Nov. 23, Lantz Gym, Charleston; hosts William Penn (0-0) at 7:30, Monday, 
Nov. 25, Lantz Gym. 
RADIO: All the action can be heard on Mattoon's 50,000 watt WLBH, 97 on the dial, 
with Marc Stuart calling play-by-play and Mike Bradd providing commentary ..• 
both games will be broadcast live with the pregame show beginning at 7:20. 
TENTATIVE STARTERS: EIU liT 
F 20 Jon Collins 6-4 Sr. F 4 Jim Janus 6-5 Fr. 
F 40 Drew Beck 6-7 Sr. F 23 Keith Evans 6-4 Sr. 
c 00 Kevin Duckworth 7-0 Sr. c 55 Jim Lemanski 7-0 Jr. 
G 10 Doug Crook 6-1 Sr. G 10 Rory Brown 5-10 Sr. 
G 12 Norm Evans 6-0 So. G 22 Cary Musser 6-1 Sr. 
WILLIAM PENN 
F 21 Kevin Wright 6-2 Sr. 
F 45 Marcus Brown 6-4 Sr. 
c 51 Pat 0 1 Bryant 6-5 Sr. 
G 33 Henry Cox 6-3 So. 
G 35 Carlos Carter 6-2 Sr. 
, Add 1 
THE SERIES: EIU leadti Illinois Tech last winning, 95-77, in 1984-85; the Panthers 
also lead William Penn 3-0 beating them 100-62 also early in the 1984-85 season. 
THE COACHES: EIU's Rick Samuels, beginning his sixth year, is 78-65 as a head coach, all 
at EIU, with four winning seasons ••• he formerly was an assistant at 
Eastern Washington and Iowa State • • • he is 2-0 against both upcoming 
opponents. 
liT's Bob Topper is 41-68 in his 5th year .•• he is 0-2 vs EIU. 
William Penn's Leon Richardson, in his 21st year, is 189-132 with an 0-3 
record vs. the Panthers. 
ABOUT liT: The Scarlet Hawks are 0-3 'losing 106-76 to McKendree College, 101-85 to 
Marycrest of Iowa and 70-64 to Judson College •.. all three games were in 
the McKendree College Tournament ..• Keith Evans is scoring 22.3 p/game with 
a high of 33 vs. Marycrest ••. Cary Musser is scoring 13 p/game and Jim 
Janus is at 10.3. 
ABOUT WP: The Statesmen willbegin a three game road trip against Division I clubs on 
Saturday (11/23) at Murray State, then at EIU on Monday (11/25) concluding 
Tuesday (11/26) at Western Illinois •.• two returning starters are guard Henry 
Cox and Carlos Carter, who each averaged 17.4 and 8.8 ppg, respectively. 
COLLINS AILING: All-American forward Jon Collins (East St. Louis-Cahokia) suffered a 
groin injury in an intrasquad game Friday night and maynot play this 
weekend ••• "he'll miss a couple days of practice this week and if he's 
not full speed then he won't play," said Samuels ••• therefore, Samuels 
will likely start freshman guard Jay Taylor (Aurora-East) and utilize 
a three guard lineup at the beginning of the game. 
BECK OR WEST: The only other question mark surrounding the EIU lineup is at power forward 
where Drew Beck (Streator) or Mike West (Warrensburg-Latham) will start- •.. 
Beck, who walked-on three years ago, is a senior while West is a freshman 
••• either way, both are expected to play considerably in these first two 
games •.• "West is playing hard, getting the rebound and improving' on defense," 
said Samuels, "and that's important at that position." 
LAST INTRASQUAD GAME: The 1st Team downed the 2nd Team, 99-76, in a final intrasquad game 
Friday night at Effingham St. Anthony ••. Kevin Duckworth (Dolton-Thornridge) 
scored 36 points, Doug Crook (Vincennes, IN-Lincoln) added 20 and Collins 
scored 18 "the offense really performed well in that one," said Samuels. 
DYKSTRA HONORED: Former four year letterman Tim Dykstra, a member of the '84 Olympic team 
handball squad, will be honored at halftime .•• Dykstra was one of 25 
Olympians chosen to receive the Southland Olympia Award presented to amateur 
athletes who excelled on the athletic scene and made significant contributions 
to home, school and community ••• Dykstra will receive a distinctive 
museum-piece replica of a two-handed Greek vase that was awarded to winners 
of amateur athletic contests in the Panathenaic Festivalls near Athens in the 
fifth century B.C. 
SAMUELS ON THE CONFERENCE PRESEASON POLL: "That's fine that we're picked second but I think 
the race will be closer than people expect ... once past Cleveland State I 
think the next four or five teams are pretty even going into the season • . • 
I think we were picked high because of our three seasoned players returning, 
and indeed all three (Duckworth, Collins and Crook) are quality players." 
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